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SECURITY INFORMATION

FOLITICAL PROBFECTS IN IRAN

Prime Hipister Mossadeq's cabinet decree of 233 July pro-
vides for a popular vote op whether or not the present Majlis,
the Iranian parliawent, is to be dissolved. Iz bis mationwide
radioc nddress on 27 July, the prime minister told the people
that they must choose between him amd the moribund Najlis.
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is to be held soon, possibly as early as 5 August.

In takismg this proposed action, which is 1illegal since only
the shah has the copstitutional right to dissolve the Eajlis,
the prime misister will have the full support of the lranmiap
Communiste, the Tudeh party, and its appsratus. The Tudeh has
campaigved against the present Majlis and accuses it of being 2
tool of the imperialistic West. Thus, the priwe sinister is
assured of its support on this issue.

By comducting the nonsecret ballot provided for in NMossadeq's

decree, his heschmen, supported by the security forces, will be
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im a pesitios to exert direct influesce on the voters.
Accordingly, there is 1ittle doubt that such & referendun will
approve the dissolutios of the present Majlis.

¥hat may be expected thereafter? Sisce Bosssdeq is cur-
rently operatisg under virtual dictatorial powers voted bhim by
the Eajlis last spring--powers which will mot expire usntil
January 1954--be is in a positios to rule alope. Be has, however,
se far apparently been sufficiently umsure of himself to desire
that the Najlis share the responsibility for his decisioss. Few
slactions can umédi.sglr be anticipated.

Rigged elections are traditiomally standard practice in Iran,
and sorually several wonths are meeded to comduct the actual
balloting. DBuring the last electioss for Mnjlis seats, the
Bossadeg governwent used both legsl and 1llegal means to ensure
the election. of its casdidates.

The present situation offers usique angles, however, anmd

Noasadeq may sot be able te secure a nevw Hajlis which will be
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nore amenable than the present ome. While the Communists will
support him in the referendum, in a Majlis election it will
prodbably put up its ows casdidates., In view of the ever-
Wheliming~ Tudeb demomstration is Tehran om 21 July, some of its
candidates would be successful there. Iz other cities, such as
Isfahan, it might 2lso be successful. Tudeh candidates would
probably represent Communist-front groups; they might even be
diaguised and rus under Nossadeq's bammer. In districts where
Tudeb stremgth is weak, its appport would be throws directly
to Nosaadeq in order to defeat his opposition.

The prime minister also faces comsiderable nndnrntevaad
rightiat a;ganitzon»treuant loosely around the shah and the royal
sourt. Tribal chiefs, army officers, the lasded geatry, and
religious fasatics uader the coamtrol of ¥ullak EKashaml might,
if they wors united, defeat Nossadeg. In the rural districts
they can hardly be denied, and their candidates cas omly be deo-

feated through wholessle terrorism.
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Ea¢§r~anx ecircunstances, several months will elapse before
s Najlis cam bs returned to étficc. Buring this time the prime
‘naa&lttr must carry om slone.

The pext NMajlis, if and when it is ultimately :suenblad,.
gives no prowise of solving Nossadeq's probleas., He may manipu-
late a somewhat larger group, but will have difficulty in elimi-
sating his comservative and rightist opposition. He will prob-
ably find a compact and determimed Tudeh bloc facimg him, ready
to support his nati—ibut-rr policies, prodding him om to more
extremist action, and awaiting the day when they can take over.
Tadek representation in a Nossadeq cabinet is mot a» impossibility.

Hossadeq has been recently reported as undecided and ex-
tremaly servous, but, on another aeeauia;, as copvinced that the
people will support him fully. Nossadeq's personsl appeal and
bis slwest miraculous ability te recoup should mot be overlooked;
on the other hapd, Tudeh is the only pelitical party im Iran

which has a sense of purpose and 2 clear doctrime to offer.
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ECURTTY INFORWAT PEX1XE

25X1X6
In

commenting on the 21 July Tudeh demonstrations, the prime
minister stated: ™You capnot crush the will of the people--

lock at what happened in Chipa.”
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